Voices.Con

Term-to-Lile Prisoners Converse

=} N

"R

Vol. 7, No. 2

WwwwW.VoicesDotCon.org

OCTOBER 2010

IN THIS ISSUE ...

Scales of justice
seriously out of kilter

Unifying the advocacy
commmity is key

Organizations of
particular interest

What's going on with
today's prison industry

Board hire hatchet
Psychs on the move

All about Voices.Con

and publishing info

[ i

MEANINGLESS DUE PROCESS AND ITS DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCE

The number of incarcerated people
within the United States is as-
tonishingly high, currently
reaching nearly 2.5 million citi-
zens. This sends a remarkably
contrary message to the world,
considering this nation's contin-
ved tradition of espoused "free-
dom." We also incarcerate these
people for a much longer period
of time, and yes, arbitrarily im-
prison more people for their en-

tire lives, than any other nation.

The mere mumbers of people we
are talking about here, would
tend to indicate that the US had
very little regard for human
rights, human dignity, or even
human life. At best, it suggests
a socially accepted, and institu-
tionalized, disregard for the
most basic principles of due
process, again, contrary to that
which is frequently espoused.
Between 1977 and 2008, there were
7,658 people sentenced to death
in the US, and 15% of them have
already been executed. During
2008 alone, 82 prisoners who had
not yet been executed, were set .
free from death rows due to exon-
erations, or overturned convie-
tions. These are very unfortumate
facts (with the exception of the
exonerations) that bring comfort
to only the most wicked within
our society.

Those of us serving a term-to-
life sentence understand all too
well the parallels of an arbi-

trary and capricious trial and
conviction process, and the post-
conviction process of parole suit-
ability consideration. In fact,

it would be guite a challenge to
find any process that is more arbi-
trary and capricious within the
continental US tham that of the
parole consideration process. Given
the particularly low level of
standards employed in Califormia,
and the DA's who enjoy a convic-
tion rate that ranges between 90

to 100 percent, need we look any
further? Perhaps the single biggest
testimonial in evidence to this is
today's ever rising number of
people having been exonerated and
released after having served, in
many cases, decades of time in
prison unable to even achieve a
parcle.

Back in 1996, Leroy McGee of
Florida was exonerated of his con-
viction on robbery charges after
having already served 4 vyears in
prison. In 2003, Terry J. Harringtor
of Towa was exonerated of a murder
conviction after having served 25
years. That same year, Shih Wei Su
of New York was exonerated of at-
tempted murder, after having served
12 years. In 2004, Allen Gell of
North Carolina was exonerated of a
murder/rape conviction, after hav-
ing to wait for his executuion on
North Carolina's death row for 8
years. That same year, North
Carolina resident Darry Hunt was
also exonerated after he served 18
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its devastating CONSEQUENCE, cont'd

years on a murder/rape conviction. Moving
ahead to 2008, Robert McClendon of Chioc was
exonerated after serving 18 years on his
wrongful conviction for rape. Charles
Phillips of Texas, also exonerated of rape
after having already served 24 long years
in prison. Patrick L. Walker, also of Texas,
served 16 years before being exonerated of
his kidnap/robbery conviction. Timothy
Masters of Colorado, and Demnis Lewis of
Ohio, both exonerated of murder convictions.
Masters had already served 10 years. In 2009,
Gregory F. Taylor of North Carclina, and
Curtis W. McGhee, Jr. of Iowa, both exoner-
ated of murder convictions. Taylor had al-
ready served 16 years, McGhee had already
served 25 years of his life. And finally,
one last case of interest. Tim Cole of Texas,
convicted of rape; he died in prison due to
negligent medical attention, prior to being
exonerated of his wrongful conviction for
rape. He was exonerated in 2008.

Perhaps by now you're thinking that this
was more than enough examples. Well, please
be assured, these were only a small fraction
of the many examples the US "justice" system
has produced. This sampling of cases also
illustrate an interesting point; most of
these cases with bogus convictions seem to
be related to the type of crimes that are
prone to sensationalism and highly charged
emotions. The vast majority of these cases
relate to charges of murder, a few are rape,
kidnap, or robbery. When one gives this just
a little thought, it makes perfect sense.
When a crime has been sensationalized and
emotions are rumning high, evidence of ac-
tual immocence is the first thing sacrificed
by the burning mob mentality to convict.

Emotions seem to rule on sentencing day
as well. This is an unfortunate reality in
this era of victim "rights." Such rights are
frequently cited as justification to circum-
vent basic principles of due process, or to
pass a ballot initiative that will basically
require State agencies, such as parole
boardsﬁ to forbid constitutionally "pro-
tected” due process rights. Is it any wonder
there is such a high percentage of the US
prisoner population spending the entirety
of their lives in prison, while being wholly
immocent of the crime for which they've
been convicted? How many term-to-life pris-
oners are regularly attending their parole
hearings, fully aware that they are innocent
of the crime for which they were convicted,
yet they must attempt to explain to the board
their "remorse" for their "actions" or else
(as we all know) the board will not ever grant
a release from prison? -And for those few who

attend their parole hearings, year after
year, and continue to profess their inmo-
cence; invariably, they die in prison.

For more on this topic: www.justicedenied.org

SELF-KNOWLEDGE

Tt is dangerous to make a man see
too clearly his equality with the brutes
without showing him his greatness.
It is also dangerous to make him see
his greatness too clearly,
apart from his vileness.

It is still more darperous to leave
him in ignorance of both.

But it is very advantageous to show
him both. Man must not think that
he is on a level with the brutes
or with the angels,
nor must he be ignorant of both sides
of his nature;
but he must know both.

BLATSE PASCAL

SOLUTTONS ANYONE?

There is a problem that the term-to-life
priscner faces, which cammot be denied. It
is a problem that seems to have no obvious
solutuion. The problem is that there are few
effective advocacy groups for us to really
feel comfortable about throwing our full
support behind. This, in turn, creates an-
other problem that all advocacy groups must
face, and seems to also have no obvious
solution. The problem is that, in order for
these groups to be effective, they must be
supported in the first place. Tt's the
chicken and the egg story all over again. We
point this out to identify our mutual and
cooperative dilemma, in the hopes that by
doing so we will bring understanding and
a newly found faith to this important issue.
Hopefully this may also help enable us to
find a creative solution.

If we take a short look at the history of
this problem, we find that, with the ex-
ception of a few national organizations,
there were essentially no advocacy groups
in existence thirty years ago, with a few
small exceptions. In California, there was
the Prison Law Office, Prisoners' Rights
Union, and the Friends Committee on Legis-
lation, with little else. The tough on
crime policies that began in the 1980's and
continued on into the 1990's; with three-
strikes and anti-gun laws all played their
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part in helping to raise the level of in-
justice within our system to what many now
believe to be is an unacceptable level, and
finally caused many people to look toward
these issues with a degree of compassion
and outrage at the system as a whole.

During that time, many smaller groups
sprang-up, each having agendas and mission
statements mirroring many of our own issues
and needs. They were universally supported
by many of us again and again. But as the
politics of those years steered this natiom
away from ideals of ciwvil rights and social
justice, we were defeated over and over
again. In addition to this, there had been
more than one "advocacy" organization that
seemed to be more interested in turning a
profit, than furthering their stated agenda.
In the end, our resources became depleted,
our willingness and motivation began to
wither, and we slowly ceased to believe in
(or support) those who were still out there
fighting for us. This caused them to either
become very small and inefficient, or to
fail. Us prisoners simply became used to
doing things on our own, in whatever small
ways we could. OQur faith was sorely tested
and was eventually directed at our own
efforts and the things we knew were still
possible within our existence.

Since those years of seemingly minimal
successes and an abundance of losses, both
sides have attempted to unite our efforts
multiple times, with little success. The
scarce accomplishments of too few groups
seemed unworthy of our excitement and any
renewed sense of loyalty. The total lack of
cooperation and unity within the prisons
had made all efforts toward a reconcilia-
tion futile at best. The truth is, morale
is at an all time low, and everyome is
doubting whether the other faction is
serious, committed, and worthy of their
meager resources.

One of the sad facts about all of this
is that there's some truly good groups out
there, who desire only to help us and share
our needs. There are also many term-to-life
prisoners who desperately meed the public
support and assistance that advocacy groups
frequently can provide, in order to regain
our rights and eventually our freedom. This
situation has now been coasting along at an
impasse for almost ten years. Meanwhile,
our opposition is also growing weaker, as
the State goes broke and the public opinion
about status quo has changed. This is an
opportune time to make progress toward
social justice and prison/parole reform.

S0, what do we do now? One possibility
for today's term-to-life prisomer, is to

take a leap of faith by choosing an advocacy
group, and supporting it. Make contact with
them and attempt to fulfill some of their needs,
Donate money if you cam, even if it's only
five dollars. Do what ever you can for your
group of choice, spend some of your time and
effort on promoting your organization within
the term-to-life prisoner population. Be
honest and sincere, let everyone specifically
know what you are doing and what things you
have done in the past. Do not automatically
assume that to do this would be a waste of
effort and money. There is an image problem
that might be cured by some successful market-
ing.
Realize that these suggestions are by no
means complete. We need to come together and
look towards working together and solving

our mutual dilemma. Be creative and take the
initiative to begin today. Every relationship
begins with commmication and requires that
both partners equally share in that respon-
sibility. Let's begin this anew, with a sense
of vigor and with the desire that we will
succeed in both of our belated causes.

Editor's note: Having your family & friends go
to www.VoicesDotCon.org is great place to start!

TiPS BRINGS NEW LAWSUIT

In a recent TiPS update dated 9/1/10, it
was announced that Matt Gray is instituting
a new civil action against the State of CA to
enjoin the sale of any of the AB 900 bonds.
As you may recall, AB 900 was passed by the
CA Legislature back in 2007, and authorized
the state to build $7 billion worth of new
prison beds. However, it also required the
state to meet certain mandatory bench marks
prior to receiving the funds.

The bill requires that the CA Department
of Corrections & Rehabilitation (CDCR), as
a pre-requisite, improve in certain areas
such as prisoner education, rehabilitation
programming, and establishing measures for
parole success. However, when the Governor
recently approved a $1.2 billion cut from
the CDCR, the CDCR elected to take the cut
from the prison system's education and
rehabilitation budgets. These programs were
especially important to term-to-life prisoners
because a failure to complete these programs
is repeatedly used by the board in parole
denials, by all members of the parole board.

Any CA term-to-life prisoner who has been
denied parole due to a failure to complete
programming, should notify TiPS and provide
a copy (it will not be returned) of the denial.
Please include your housing, commitment of-
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new TAWSUIT, cont'd

fense, the date of your last hearing, your
birthdate, and maybe a little info about
yourself. TiPS would also like to hear
from individuals who have been granted a
date but still have not been permitted to
complete any vocation, education, or reha-
bilitative programs.

In this same TiPS update, it was also
announced that Matt Gray has now filed his
paperwork for election to the City Council
for the mewly proposed city of Arden Arcade.
Matt wants to be able to put forth reforms
and needs to be in a position to do it.
With your help, we can put him there and
finally have our own spokesperscn and true
representative in the Capitol. Please make
a small donation of momey to his campaign
at: www.votemattgray.com . Volunteers are
also needed to walk around to voters and
get Matt's word out to area residents.

Taxpayers for Imrpoving Public Safety (TiPS)
P.0. Box 255456

Sacramento, CA 95865-5456

Web: www.forpublicsafety.com

CURE- LIFE-LORG

The mission of Internmational CURE Life-
Long is to empower lifers, friends and
families to speak out, write letters, pe-
tition and organize grassroots efforts
that educate and enlighten legislators,
governors, parole boards and society that
our Draconian sentencing practices, with-
out regard to penitence and reformation,
harm us all.

Life-Long, the chapter of Internatiomal
CURE dedicated to lifers, advocates for
lifers in their parole hearings, with
legislators regarding sentenmcing and parole
laws, with prison officials regarding
conditions for and treatment of lifers,
and attempt to better educate the public
as to the low risk of recidivism presented
by most lifers who are paroled, etc. They
will try to respond to inquiries from
lifers regarding any number of matters of
concern to them. If they don't have the
answer to your inquiry, they'll do their
best to find out. Please send a SASE if
you can. They are currently based in
Colorado and may be contacted at:

Kathie Izor

CURE Life-Long, Chair
P.0. Box 2093
Englewood, CO B0150

** 2010 ELECTIONS **

In a recent ruling from the U.S. Supreme
Court, the cap on who may donate, and how
much may be donated to any particular can-
didate's campaign, was lifted. As a result,
billions of dollars have already been spent
on the national elections, and countless
more millions on local elections and the
many ballot initiatives. As of this month,
the conservative candidates have out-spent
the left by 7 to 1.

In California, candidate Meg Whitman has
already spent $140 million on her bid for
the governor's office. Whitman is Republican.
Candidate Jerry Brown has spent only $10.7
million so far. He is the Democratic can-
didate.

Although the Republican candidate has
dramatically out-spent Jerry Brown by well
over $125 million, the current polls rate
Brown with 49% of the vote, while only
rating Whitman at 447 of the vote.

Meanwhile, the mumber of unemployed people
in the United States is currently 15 million.
The number of people with no health insur-
ance is 45 million.

CA Death Row Population:

San Quentin Death Row (Men): 690
Chowchilla Death Row (Women): 18
Total: 708

Contacts/Resources:

Justice Denied

P.0. Box 68911

Seattle, WA 98168

Ph.: (202) 335-4254

Web: winwi. justicedenied.org

(Justice Denied Magazine: Six issues-$10 for
prisoners, $20 all others, $3 for sample
issue or first class stamp for more info.)

Imnocence Project

100 Fifth Avenue, 3rd F1.

New York, NY 10011

Ph.: (212) 364-5340

Web: www.innocenceproject.org

(Provides advocacy for wrongly convicted
prisoners whose cases imvolve DNA evidence. )

J. Alfred Smith, Sr. Training Academy

8501 International Blwd.

Qakland, CA 94612

Ph.: (510) 567-1490

(Substance Abuse Services, Vocational train-
ing, Transitional Housing, Mentoring.)
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