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FIGHTING DIVISIVE POLITICS AT THE PRISONER'S EXPENSE
Figuring out why the conserva- 1996 (AEDPA), which imposes a one-
tive right seems to be so opposed year statute of limitations on the
to the idea of permitting the filing of even the most meritori-
incarcerated (and in many states ous federal habeas claims submit-
those who are on parole) from ted by prisoners.
exercising even an abridged right As much as politicians and
to vote is not very difficult, conservative interests do not wish
considering the decades of effort to see those with a conviction
they've put forth in building a going anywhere near a voting booth,
prison nation. It is estimated many politicians and various groups
that there is currently as many as with a political interest seem to
7 million citizens of this nation have no objections with enlisting
being prohibited their fundamental the ''felon's" labor to further a
right to vote, found in the Four- campaign effort. Back in 1995,
teenth Amendment to the U.S. Con- Senator Jack Metcalf used Washington
stitution, due to a current or State prisoners as telemarketers
prior felony conviction. Seldom  throughout his campaign. In 1996,
will one ever see the conservative prisoners in Florida were used to
right walking amongst those who type political donor lists. This
are condemed to a prison yard. kind of prisoner "recruitment'" has

That's not to say that the so been a long-standing tradition in
called "moderates" have not played the U.S. As recently as 2008,
a pivotal role contrary to gaeir Jonathan Davis ran for city coumcil
own party's espoused agenda. In  in Richmond, Virginia. He used
1996, it was Bill Clinton that EUVEnile prisoners to make his
brought us the Prison Litigation bumper stickers, business cards,
Reform Act (PLRA). As a former and campaign signs in his fight for
lawyer himself, he must haveknomn the 3rd District seat. And finally,
how badly the PLRA would impact the now defunct ACORN organization
even the most meritorious prisomer hired 59 work release prisoners
cases, undermining the rule of law during the 2008 elections and used
for all who've been confined in  them to canvass neighborhoods,
this nation, and permitting the Signing up voters by encouraging
government to operate with impu- Voter registration in Las Vegas,
nity while violating the rights of Nevada. This was brought to an end
the voiceless. It was also Bill by the Nevada DOC when the state's
Clinton that brought us the decep- (rather conservative) Secretary of
tively named Antiterrorism and State and Attorney General's office
Effective Death Penalty Act of protested and launched an "investi-
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