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The Voilces.Con newsletter 1s written exclusively by term-to-life prisoners, unless otherwise
noted, focusing on isSues of primary concern to those serving a long-term incarceration. The
newsletter is published monthly at the VoicesDotCon.org website. This information has been
designed to be of potential benefit in any jurisdiction having term-to-life and long-term
prisoners, and is made available to any other supportive family and friends as well. No
persons affiliated with the Voices.Con newsletter are lawyers. Information provided herein
is not intended as a substitute for proper legal advice. All questions or comments on
information contained herein should be directed to the Editor at the above E-mail address.

" ABOUT VOICES.CON SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS
Voices.Con is an excellent source of nuts 1. We have only one agenda; advocating on
and bolts information relating to parole behalf of the term-to-life prisoner and
preparation, parole related politics, distributing information that will further
understanding parole law and current this cause, enabling the term-to-life
ruling's, and the importance of retaining prisoner to effectively advocate on his or
the proper counsel and psychologists for her own behalf.
parole hearings. This information is . :

Eroviasa exclusively by long-term 2. You may write an essay/article on any

related subject or issue of concern to the

i and are 2 A :
prisoners who have been there, term-to-life prisoner population.

currently experiencing the ups and downs

of the parole process. We are sorry to say 3. We prefer that all submissions be
that we do not have the resources to hire between 250 and 500 words. Please clearly
staff lawyers or provide legal documents print or type all submitted material.

of any kind. We do not maintain a mailing
list for paid (or otherwise) monthly
newsletter subscriptions. The Voices.Con
newsletter, and all past editions, may be
downloaded at no cost by any friend or
family member at the VoicesDotCon.org

4. We also accept and encourage all
submissions of topical artwork. Please
include a SASE with any submissions of
artwork or written material where a return
has been requested.
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website. On occasion, we may have a
current or past edition that can be mailed “OTHER AVAILABLE MATERIAL PUBLISHED |
to a prisoner who has nobody else to AT VOICES.CON WEBSITE
download it for free. However, this &
remains completely contingent on the
number or donations received at our

Preview actual court interpretations of
related parole caselaw. —-Free

mailing address. Please include a SASE in * Preview or download our Prisoner
any correspondence requiring a response. Support Directory specifically designed
for the needs of the term-to-life

~AFEW FACTS TO REMEMBER prisoners. -Free

% Preview or download a complete
Newsletter Descriptions List of all
previous editions of Voices.Con. -Free

Today, more prisoners in U.S. prisons
are serving life terms than ever before.
With a U.s. prison population of

2.3 Million people, 140,610 are serving * Preview our Prop. 9 (CA) Litigation

life terms. Sheet for information on possible ex post
California's prison system peaked at facto.applications. -~Eree

173,000 prisoners in 2007, making it the % Preview or download all previous

largest prison system in the nation. And editions of the Voices.Con newsletter ever

with 34,164 prisoners serving life terms, published. -Free

it also has the most lifers.

In Alabama, California, Massachusetts, . . .
Nevada, and New York, at least 1 in 6 Current CA Prison Population: 168,830 prisoners

prisoners are serving a life term.
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I' N THI' S | § THE LITIGIOUS LANDSCAPE OF PRINCIPLED PAROLE REFORMS

Deciding parole This nationds |judi ci &dliforrdayhsmting tine langass term

suitability certainly become the term -to-life -to-life prisoner population in the
prisoner ds | ast a v e n pma#don, algo has thé largest classnof

6éééé. .. Pag dhe past several years. Special inter- prisoners aggressively litigating this
ests such as the many so -called vic- issue. This is often because the

And tim organizations that are virtually oOespecially heinousbo
no more than a o0f r on plieddoavigtaalyi zaytviolenhdfense,

6666, P ég%laély fupded by police and guard and used to deny parole. Back in
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unions, ambitious politicians inter-
ested only in more money and votes,

2007, the California Superior Court
reviewed 9,750 parole hearings con-

and opublic safetyo6 dagediathestate,sapdefdundnttmt

=) 61ioldu‘gnel 4nore tax money into their
till, seem to have deliberately and
rather successfully foreclosed any
semblance of societal diversity and
impartiality within the state parole
boards.

P a dhe tgym -to-life prisoners have
vigorously fought for a fair shake at
their freedom through many years
of litigation that only recently
(comparatively speaking) seem to be
yielding several cases having prece-
dent value. This is largely due to
the fact that several state parole
boards have enjoyed a long
standing tradition of characterizing
each (and every)

100% of the cases were character-

ized by the Board as
nous and c Crisehe., dNo. (
71614) The year 2007 produced

several other cases narrowing the

St ateds abuse odalled he
daggravating Circums:
defining how rules of evidence must

be applied in the context of parole
consideration. The federal courts

have visited these issues as well.

The 9t Cir. Court of Appeal, for ex-

ample, ruled that the standards of

evidence used at parole hearings are

to be applied to whether the pris-

oner continues to pose an unrea-
sonable risk, not whet her t he
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which, under the regulations of
most state parole boards is noted as
an dbaggravating
suitable when parole is denied.

Also in 2007, there were two cases
_ (Federal and State) that found the
01 I gsrdN &xistBnReE &F Gmore than one

victim does not indicate, at a parole
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