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As November crawls ever closer,
we become more and more aware
that we have entered yet another
election year. This election
year will hold a particular sig-
nificance to California's term-
to-life prisoner population as
the voters will select a new gov-
ernor to sit in the state's top
office. -In California, Penal
Code § 3041.2 gives the state's
governor a final say in all pa-
role decisions.

Once again, the state's two
leading political parties are
offering up two candidates that
seem to only have appeal to
those with the fat bill fold.
They both seem to also have
plenty of special interests

owing money at them; not an
unfamiliar sight. Each "campaign
donation" is normally $25,900,
the legal limit under Califorria's
campaign rules. The republican
candidate, Meg Whitman, is a con-
servative business woman with 90
million (so far) dollars of her
own personal wealth funding one
of the most massive media decep-
tions, bashing her opponent Jerry
Brown, the democratic candidate.

Whitman's sole campaign ap-
proach seems to be constant tele-
vision and radio ads (for several
months now) that paint Jerry
Brown's political history as
filled with failed policies, and
that he is generally out of touch

with the state's current needs.
She seems to say very little about
herself and her own qualifications
for the state's highest office.
The only thing she has offered in
this area would be her claims

that she made a web site become a
highly profitable business, and,
therefore she can make the State
of California come up from the
depths of debt as well.

Brown's sole approach (at least
so far) seems to be no campaign at
all. He obviously has nowhere near
the personal wealth that Whitman
has at her disposal, and therefore,
our corporate media provides him
with little to no exposure. Perhaps
the most interesting thing about
Brown's prominent monetary dis-
advantage is, despite his total
absence from media exposure, all
past and current polls place him
a good 5+ points ahead of Whitman
in voter approval ratings.

So, who do we term-to-life pris-
oners recommend to our voting fam-
ily and friends? The democratic
candidate, Jerry Brown, is the
state's current Attorney General
who spares no amount of taxpayer
money when representing the state
parole board, defending its corrupt
process when challenged by the
term-to-life prisoner population.
Or, the republican candidate, Meg
Whitman, a multi-millionaire busi-
ness woman with absolutely no clue
in matters associated with the op-
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under close SCRUTINY, cont'd

erations of government. -Obviously, the two
major political parties have, once again,
left us with one of those "lesser of two
evils" choices.

Since Meg Whitman has no known direct
history with matters of prison or parole,
let's take a look at those associates within
her campaign who do. We will start with her
Chief Campaign Advisor, former republican
governor, Pete Wilson. Wilson's administra-
tion (1990-98) was perhaps the single most
responsible for the popularization of the
whole anticrime/antiparole theme. By mid
1996, Pete Wilson had aligned himself with
the director of the CA Department of Cor-
rections, James Gomez, and Don Novey, then
president of the CA Correctional Peace
Officers' Association, in an effort to build

-six new prisons with a $1.6 billion price
tag. Pete Wilson, during his reign in office,
was also one of the first governors to go on
record publicly stating his reluctance to
ever permit the release on parole for any
term-to-life prisoners.

Another top advisor within the Meg Whitman
campaign is former Assemblywoman, Sharon
Runner, a republican from Lancaster, CA. In
recent years, Sharon Runner has introduced
bills that, had they not failed in the
legislature, would have severely increased
the period of time between parole hearings
for term-to-life prisoners. Definately not
a history of being friendly to the term-to-
life prisoners.

Jerry Brown, however, has a highly known
history on issues of prison and parole. As
a former CA governor himself (1974-82), he
had ' recruited a premier prison architect-
engineer, Paul Rosser, to design and build
small, program oriented prisons that primari-
ly would focus on education and several other
rehabilitative activities. In 1977, the CA

legislature declared the primary function of

its prisons to be punishment. Brown's new
prisons, however, were designed around reha-
bilitative principles. Brown understood that
the 1977 statute did not forbid rehabilita-
tion, it merely downplayed its significance.
Unfortunately, once George Deukmejian took
office in 1983, Brown's new prison plan was
dropped in favor of new prison construction
with "incapacitation' and "'punishment" being
the new rationale for prison, rather than
rehabilitation.

As term-to-life prisoners, it is important
that we understand how the next governor is
likely to respond to a prisoners' demon-

strated efforts toward sincere rehabilitation,

in the context of parole consideration. We
hope this will give our readers a little

insight as to the candidates currently run-
ning in the California gubernatorial race,
and how they're likely to view matters of
crime, punishment, and rehabilitation.

FEDERALIST 10

~ * There are two methods of curing
the mischiefs of faction:
the one, by removing its causes;
the other, by controlling its effects.
There are again two methods of removing
the causes of faction:
the one, by destroying the liberty
which is essential to its existence;
the other, by giving to every citizen
the same opinions, the same passions,
and the same interests.
- It could never be more truly said,
than of the first remedy,
that it was worse than the disease.
Liberty is to faction what air is to fire,
an ailment, without which
it instantly expires.
But it could not be a less folly
to abolish liberty,
which is essential to political life
because it nourishes faction,
than it would be to
wish the amnihilation of air,
which is essential to animal life,
because it imparts to fire
its destructive agency.

JAMES MADISON

A FEW BASIC FACTS

There are many term-to-life prisoners
currently in the struggle with the Board, the
courts, and various areas of the state gov-
ernment on numerous fronts. Each attempti
to secure their basic rights, and ultimately
the basic freedom we are all entitled to. We
are the "old lifers" who have seen more than
we ever cared to, and now just wish to con-
tinue what's left of our lives outside the
madness; outside of prison. We sometimes get
caught up in believing that we're the only
ones, because we have served our sentences and
are now entangled in a political battle in
order to be released. We forget that while
we may be the oldest class of prisoners, there
are many others who have settled into just
doing time while not yet appearing before the
Board. There are those who are just now be-
ginning to serve their sentences, with the
Board being many, many years in front of them.

It is to these other classes of prisoners
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that we ask (and you should pay attention to
this), "Have you decided yet, whether or not
you are ever going to be released from prison?"
Believe it or not, many prisoners say no to
this question. They don't always have to say
it verbally, but you just know by the things
they do that they've resigned themselves to
the idea of spending the rest of their lives
in prison. For whtever reason, they've decided
that it's too difficult or too much work, to
change themselves and improve themselves, in
order to one day be released. They have given
up on themselves. And the truth is, they are
probably right, it is difficult and a lot of
work, but isn't not dying in prison worth it?
So, here are a few basic facts that may

just help those who choose to get out of prison 4

and start down that long road. We say it this

way because the first fact that you must accept 2

is, it was you that put yourself in prison. It
doesn't matter that you had help or partners,
excuses or even a valid reason for that which
brought you to prison. You made specific deci-
sions in your life that brought you here. This
means everybody (with the exception of those
who are truly innocent), must accept this fact
into their life or face a more difficult time
accepting things later on. You are responsible
for the decisions that you make in life, and
you are responsible for you being in prison.

In following the first fact, it is ulti-
mately your responsibility to get yourself
back out of prison. It is granted that many
of us will have help on the outside, family
assistance and even a lawyer or two, and we
will need this help. But you've got to be the
one that puts in the majority of the work
that makes it possible for you to be released.
You can't, and should not, believe that after
you serve any specific number of years, you
will just automatically be released. It does
not work that way. The Board will review and
evaluate.your. in prison history and if they
determine that you are mearly the same person
that you were, only older, you will be denied
parole.

One of the first facts we need to come to
accept as early as possible is that it's
never too early to get a program started and
begin the work toward self-improvement. Involve
yourself in whatever support groups there are,
and when other seminars appear for anger man-
agement, parenting, or conflict resolution,
sign-up for those too. You've got plenty of
time on your hands; learn a trade. If they're
available, get into a vocational program. You
need something that will provide you with vi-
able work skills for the future. Also try to
network with people and see if you can find a
support system for yourself. Begin with family
and ask if they will send letters stating spe-
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cifically how and what kind of support they
can offer upon your parole. This can be an
offer of financial support, emotional or
spiritual support, housing, jobs, or perhaps
even a car. Then expand on this with things
like, for example, church groups or A.A.

groups and any other positive support groups
that are available in your community.

Another key factor to always remember is
obviously to stay away from disciplinary beefs.
The reason this is so important is because
your disciplinary history, or the lack thereof,
sends very different messages to the Board.

If you came to prison and immediately abided
by the rules, the Boardwillsee this as tending
to indicate that your crime was an aberration
in your behavior, and perhaps less likely to
occur again. But as many of us were put in
prison at an early age, many began their term
with a disciplinary history. For those who did,

CALIFORNIA LIFER NEWSLETTER

CLN: A comprehensive newsletter mailed every 6-
8 weeks. State and federal cases, parole board
news, statistics, legislation and articles on prison,
parole and correctional issues of interest to inmates
and their families.

CLN also provides services such as copying and
forwarding federal and state cases, articles and news
and materials available on the Internet.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Prisoners: $18 (or 60
stamps) per year (6 issues minimum). Free persons:
$25.

CLN, P.O. Box 687-V, Walnut, CA 91788
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