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THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATING OUR MESSAGE

It iz difficult to accept how zo few
people there are in the general pub-
lic who =till hawe zo little grasp on
exactly what our messzage iz; the
megzaze that 2o many term-to-life
prizoners continue to yell out from
behind these prizon walle, The
that’s
brought forth through years of ad-

meszgage been tirelessly
wocacy, ltigation, and the ocoa
gional organized effort to inform the
public, There has been nothing am-
biguousz about our mezzage and the
urgent need to rezheape the parole
proceszes that fail all standards of

juetice,

Dur mezzagze has bazically been
one of justice, the zatne term often
uzed by thoze who wizgh to suppress
our efforte, We only azlk that the
term-to-life prizoner population he
treated fairly under thiz nation’s ha-
gic fundament al principles of justice
and eguality, The zame principles
thiz country o often espouzez to
have been founded on., These fun-
damental principles of justice are
not being afforded to thiz sgector of
the incarcerated citizenry of thiz na-
tion, and as a regult, they have been

illegally re-zentenced [after the fact)
to a term of “desth by old age™ in a
prizon cell, or, life without parle,

We hawve never azleed for anything
that iz not regquired by the law, we
hawe only azleed that the reguire-
mente of the law he carried out in
good faith, If a State’s statute [the
lasw]| requires thet the releaze of the
term-to-life  prizoner “zhall nor-
tmally” talee place upon the comple-
tion of iz her fixed minimum term,
az iz the caze in California =and
many other jurizdictions, then why
are the parole authorties permitted
to normally deny paroleto this class
of prizoners [continually] until they
wither and die in prigon? Thiz i=
gimp Iy a violation of law, None of
theze people were zentenced to Life
Without Pozzibility of Parole. None
of theze people were zentenced to
‘death by incarceration.’

Po why would a State agency,
guch az California’s Board of Parole
Hearingz [BPH) for exatnple, violate
their own State’s Penal Code which
requires that they releage at least
51% of thosze term-to-life prizgoners
geen by the parole board? And why
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Our MESSAGE, cont’d

do all levels of State overzight permit the contin-
ued wiolation of State law [zpanning yearz of time)
in the face of repeated court ordere declaring thet
the BPH continuesz to wiolate the law? There are
pethaps two tnain reazone that any particular en-
tity or perzon would chooze to vinlate the law. The
firzt iz normally for gome kind of monetary or ma-
terial gain., The gecond motivation would likely be
gome type of emotional provocation, Itz easzy to
rule out monstary gain when one coneiders that
the cost to incatcerate one prizoner for one year in
the State of Californiza iz between 45 000 and
E85000, depending on the age of the prizoner,
Mozt term-to-life prizoners are aging and therefore
fall under the more costly $85 000 claze due to
their increazed medical needs,

In the face of multiple ztate and federal court or-
ders repeatedly telling them that they are wiolating
the law, and the fact that thesze zame wiolations
hawe continued with impunity, one can only con-
clude that thi= form of institutional inszanity is
driven by emotionslly loaded concepts of retribu-
tiorn, Thiz logic, howewver, iz truly petty and not
thought cut in any meaninsful way because it
clearly 2erves no penological pumoze. The imp act
of retribution, one’s loze of liberty, iz guppozed to
keep the imprizoned perzon(z] from repeating the
game criminal activity that zent them to prizon,
up on releaze from prizon. In other words, retribu-
tion in the contest of incarceration iz designed to
dizzuade people from future criminal activity once
releazed . Although the term-to-life prizoner popu-
lation iz certainly being zubjected to retributsee
incarceration, theyre ultitmately not being re-
leazed. Thiz form of emotionally-driven retribution
lacks any zemblance of a penological interest, and
carrieg with it the level of dignity found in any
cotmnon act of vengeance, Thiz iz fundamentally
unfair, unjust, and according to both the State
and Federal judicial gystems, highly illegal, This
iz why we continue to litigate, Thiz iz why we
demand to be heard., Thiz iz our meszzaze, o

PERSISTENCE

A life making mistakes
is not only more honorable,
but more useful than a life

spent doing nothing.

G.B. SHAW

Editor's note: If you wizgh to review any of the caszes
mentoned above, be adwized that CLI Serwicez will copy
and mail any 3 cage decizions for $5 or 1 book of post-
age stamnp e 20 ztanpe]. Send payinent and reguest to
CLM, P.O. Box 687, Walnut, CA 91788 Cr on the web at:

C@NVEREY@URJ P@,@)TA@
| STAM 91N _L_@)CPZSJ

www.cash4 UrStamps.comﬂ”

Matt Gray for Assembly

Cnar frierd ared sipport er Matt Gray is rowr narming for the State fe-
sarhly, to become a lamnaker innthe Capitol. After more tharn 18
ywears of heboirvg our cormmnariity, rour is the tine for s to showr it
COITE sipport!

Matt is going 10 spainet caradidat es that werd toboaild more prisors
arwd incress e sentences. He nesds yooar irors ediate hekal!l

o to his cargeaign wdbsite at wmer Vot eblattGrayrcorm snd make an
senure orline doration vsirg the 'Tonst e to the Campaizan batton on

Califo rnia’s Hole

“Documentation p rovided by the dep artment re-
wvealed that the male ASU population hasz increaszed
from an average of 5791 in the 2006-07 fizcal year
to an average of 8 278 in the 2007-08 fizcal year,
Thiz increaze contraste with the male inmate popu-
lation a= a whole, which has trended slightly dow-
watd in recent years”

“Included in the ASU population increasze was an
additional 48 ASU overflow bhed statewide, from
TOdbeds in 2006-07 to 752 heds in 2007-08,
When more ASU beds are required at a particular
prizon, an A3 overflow hougzing unit iz crested by
conwverting portions of & general population hous-
ing unit ... we estimate that the annual correc-
tional staft cozt of aztandard A3 bed to be ap-
provimately § 14600 more than the equivalent gen-
eral population bed, Forthes8 278 ASUT heds state-
wride, thiz additional cozt equates to nearly 1350
million a year”™
Bureana of fadits ard Inres igations
Cifice of the [rspector & eteral
Sy ecial Beview - Adwminictrative Sesresation Units

Dearad F. Shaon, Irspector O eteral
Jarnaary 15, 2009
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