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COLLECTIVELY ADVOCATING FOR A COMMON CAUSE

There seem to be countless numbers
of proposed ideas on just how to
approach the many problems related
with a parole process based on
outdated, antiquated concepts. Throw
in a heavy dose of today's politics
that normally surround every crime
related issue, and you'll begin to
see why change is such an elusive
creature.

Many term-to-life prisoners have
grown tired of the seemingly endless
wait for the political winds of
change to come, and have taken these
arbitrary and capricious parole
processes to court. This may be fine
for the few who possess the
prerequisite amount of funding to
launch a proper litigation, or those
who've achievead the education
needed to properly litigate on ones
own behalf, but what about the vast
majority of term-to-life prisoners
who don't have this level of legal
expertise and don't have the tens of
thousands of dollars for legal
representation? Many term~to-life
prisoners will attend 8 to 14 parole
hearings throughout their lives.
Retaining proper representation for

just one hearing, and related post-
hearing litigation, can easily cost
the prisoner and his family in
excess of $20,000. -Now, multiply
that times a potential 14 hearings.
The issues we all face are far
greater and multi-faceted than just
legal and political. Not only do we
suffer a monetary and educational
deficit, but our public- image has
been negatively shaped by the
"politics of <fear" for decades.
There's also thousands of special

interests out there that profit
financially from our continued
incarceration.

What does this all mean? It means
there's plenty of things to go
around for all of us to do. Every
term~-to-life  prisoner has the
ability to empower themselves  in
this effort, regardless of education
or financial status. Many prisoners
believe our issues are primarily
political by nature. If you are
amongst this class, then you should
be staying abreast of the many state
propositions being voted on each
year, and the many bills being
introduced to your state Legislature
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a common CAUSE, cont'd
each vyear, increasing terms of

imprisonment for varying offenses
and other crime related penalties.

There's nothing to stop a prisoner

from asking friends or family
members on the outside to contact
their elected Senator or

Assemblymember asking them to vote
for or against a bill that's before
them. This can be done by phone.
letter, or E-mail. Send your people
an example letter if needed.

If you believe our issues arise
out of an image problem, then you
should be reaching out to the public
by any means available. It is
possible to get factual information
past the corporate media. If it were
not possible, you wouldn't be
reading this newsletter. Website
domains <can be initiated and
maintained for a year costing only

about $60. There are  several
alternate media outlets that can be
found at the VoicesDotCon.org

website. If you are among those who
feel that the courts will ultimately
be the answer, it is the right of
every citizen, and prisoner, to
litigate on their own behalf.
Although most prisons normally
provide no forms of a formal legal
education, many of the most
successful "Jailhouse Lawyers" we've
all heard about are self-taught.
-All of these  avenues are
available to prisoners who wish to
advocate on their own behalf,
whether it be through the courts,
Legislature, or media, can be
approached at 1little to no cost.
They can also be achieved from a
prison cell. How much you desire to
educate yourself in any one of these
possible: areas is limited only by
your own levels of motivation. Being

that it will be you that has to sit
and wither away year after year in a
prison cell, it's not likely that
anybody else will ever be as
motivated to advocate on your behalf
as you. -So, what are you waiting
for?

INGENUITY

Dare to be wise; begin!
He who postpones
the hour of living rightly
is like the rustic
who waits for the river to run out
before he crosses.

HORACE

THE VALUE OF REDEMPTION

Generally, the public attitude
always seems to say it's better to
be safe, rather than sorry, when it
comes to crime. 2And in some
neighborhoods, there is a legitimate
fear of becoming the victim of a
crime. But what is being
forgotten is that these are also
people who are committing these
crimes, and in some cases they have
rather compelling reasons to do so.
The teenager who's repeatedly abused
by an adult, and eventually lashes
out in order to bring a stop to the
abuse, for example. These
“"eriminals" are being banished from
society because of their actions,

for far more - years than is
necessary.

These public fears are often
reasonable, but to continue this
attitude and their unfounded

responses is just irrational. It is
not acceptable to consider anybody.
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especially pecple, disposable simply
because they broke at law at some
point in their past. There should be
a determinate period of time for
those who are incarcerated, and a
designated time of release for all
but those who have proven to be
extraordinary cases. People who
commit crimes and are separated from
society are placed in prison as
punishment for their actions, but
more importantly, to give them the
opportunity to understand themselves
and hopefully allow them time to

gain control over their lives
through education and
rehabilitation.

If you were to take a closer look
at today's population, you'd find a
whole range of people who may be
considered strange, weird,
untrustworthy. or just plain
violent. It is accepted that they
are all part of society, except when
they commit crimes and go to prison.
But "normal" pecple commit crimes
too and they go to prison as well.
The point is that we don't always
know our neighbors;: . and that in
itself can make some people a little
jumpy, but we can't allow ourselves
to "throw away" people as
incorrigible and unsavable into our
prisons forever. There must come a
time when they have earned a chance
to have their lives back. 1It's
fundamentally unfair, unjust, and
actually against our current laws,
to forever hold their prior actions
against them and forbid their
re-entry into society. These are
people that we're talking about.
They are somebody's father, mother,
son,; or daughter.

For the citizens of society to
take the stance of "why take the
risk" and "they've shown themselves

to be viclent, untrustworthy, etc.,
in the past" is wholly without
compassion, and simply unreasonable.
These are people who may have done a
terrible wrong, but they have served
their time according to the law and
deserve the opportunity to prove
themselves again and Dbecome a
productive member of society once
again.

Often we £find that those who
re-enter society after a preolonged
absence become involved in their
comminities, even more so than those
who've been there all along. Their
feelings of civic duty are strong
and their desire for a better life
is great. With these goals in mind,
they remain focused. They become
reunited with their friends and
families, thus strengthening their
positive attitudes and efforts.

So, personalize this a bit and
congider who these people really are
and what they may have to offer
society; now that they've paid their
debt. It is possible that they could
be some of the strongest members of
your community, given the chance.
Their positive influence on others
and their dedication to living a
proper lifestyle is reflected in
their actions, not just their words.
Most of all, remember that every
person is worth something no matter
who they are, or what they've done
in the past. After all, 1isn't the
very reason they were sent to prison

because they had not respected
others and thought only of
themselves? After a decades long

effort, they've now become the role
model that society has demanded, and
they're benevolent and compassionate
people just as society expected of
them. ' Shouldn't they now be given
the opportunity to prove 1it?
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* FREE 2009 DIRECTORY *

as of May 2009, a free 2009
Prisoner Support Directory became
available on-line for anyone who
wishes to download and forward it to
any prisoner. This Directory has
been designed with the specific
needs of the term-to-life priscner
in mind. Your family and friends may
find it at the VoicesDotCon.org
website. All previous editions of
this newsletter may also be found at
this website, free of cost.

COURAGEOUS LEGISLATION

The California Legislature has
been given an awesome responsibility
to create change. It makes laws and
levies taxes, and confirms
appointments. Some of these laws put
people in prison, others keep them
there, and still others are designed
to weed out those who have been
rehabilitated so they can be
released back into society. Over the
past 30 years these laws have
progressed toward a @ stricter,
longer; and harsher punishment. The
concepts that people can change,
compassion, and rehabilitation have
flown the coop.
only as mouthed words and rarely
seen in application.

Yet laws are not cut into stone
so as to not be changeable. The
State's Assembly and Senate have
the power to repair the damage
created by an oversimplification of
societies problems. Ronald Reagan's
"War on Drugs" was a complete
failure, and as conservatives
turned it into a "War on Crime"
and then a "War on Terror" things
only got worse. While the real
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They are now seen {f

-something the Board is currently
permitted to ignore.

The governor could actually
appoint Board commissioners in

crime rate actually stayed steady or
dropped, these biased individuals
twisted the facts and statistics to
support their cause, and continue
their illusion of being "Hard on
Crime". As the truth about their
failure to "fix" the problem comes
to light, and the utter
misconception of their solutions is
revealed, these new politicians now
have the opportunity to reverse the
flow of misused tax dollars and
abusive laws that do nothing but
prey on the citizenry. If these
legislators choose, they could now
put us on a new course, a productive
course.

One of the many areas that these
"lawmakers" might make some badly
needed changes would have to be the
State parole board. The governor can
also play a big part in making
improvements in this area. At
present, the Board in the State of
California is allowed to "tweak" its
own rules to fit its desires. -They
merely need to state their need to
do it. In reality, however, the
Board has steadily stiffened 1its
rules so that the "shall normally
set a release date" currently found
in the State's Penal Code, had
already been circumvented long

3 before the passage of Proposition 9,

]k and its "shall normally deny parole"

principles. The Legislature could
remove this power from the Board
- and; instead, set up committees to
investigate and adjust the Board's
rules in accordance with the Office
of Administrative Law mandates

accordance with the Penal Code,
and not just blindly follow the
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advice of his ‘"victim rights"
lobbyists that are often only
interested in vengeance, rather than
justice. Instead of a Parole Board
comprised of nothing but career law
enforcement oriented people, perhaps
we could have a true cross-section

of society such as an everyday
housewife, or a farmer, garbage
collectors, welfare workers and

recipients, and teachers as members
of the Board. Who knows, maybe even
a couple lawyers could be appointed
so the Board could follow their own
rules and the law.

If whoever the sitting governor
is has refused to follow the laws
which require a true crogs—-section
of society to be represented in
who's appointed to the parole beoard,
then the lawmakers could re-write
the law and call for Board panels
made up of Judges chosen by a
lottery system. Retired Judges, or
even individuals as mentioned above,
could by taking a written exam to
gualify. Then a Lotto would choose
numbers representing the remaining
would-be panel members. True
impartiality in selection.

Every State's Legislature has the
power to bring these sorely needed
changes. The entire parole board
system has been broken for far too
long. Do today's legislators have
what it takes to fix it? Do they
have the courage in them to overcome
the special interests? Only time
will tell us if they do.

* WEBSITE CORRESPONDENCE *

Please remember that whenever you
write the VoicesDotCon.org website,
if you want a response of any kind,
you must enclose a SASE with letter.

LOOKING FORWARD

I believed that I knew what it
was I needed to do to turn my life
around, and I was on that path for
the first time in my life. I felt
good and believed that I'd made
tremendous leaps toward recovery and
an understanding of who I am today.
But now I find that although I'm
miles away from where I once was,
I'm many more miles away from where
I still need to be. I came to this
realization shortly after going to
my initial parole hearing, where I
was denied parole for the next seven
years.

As for the hearing itself, while
sitting there with my future up in
the air, I was shocked to realize
that every  scrap of helpful
knowledge ever given me related to
this process, was lost. My head was
empty. My mouth was dry and I
desperately wanted to be somewhere
else. But, I persevered and answered
each gquestion openly and honestly,
regardless of how  the truth
portrayed my actions. I  took
responsibility for my crime and my
prison record.

I took a leap of faith that the
truth would prevail and admitted
that I had only first joined "AA" to
appease the Board's reguirements for
substance abuse groups. I further
explained that my reasons for
attending "BA" have changed, and I
now attend because I realize that
the path to recovery has nothing to
do with the Board and that I desire
for myself a scber lifestyle.

My denial of parole was based on
a few things, some of them being, no
viable parole plans, no employable
job skills, and a need for a
sustained involvement in self-help
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