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THE REHABILITATED ELECTORATE

It appears that California is
treating us to yet another year of
special interest funded politics. As
term-to-life prisoners, we tend to
generally suffer a form of political
apathy when someone initiates
conversations in this area. We
struggle with trying to find any
real point in undertaking such a
topic. It seems, however, that it's
or om self-perceived  sense  of
powerlessness, that prohibits us
from even attempting to affect any
meaningful change in the politics of
this state. Yes, we are the
socioeconomic underclass. Yes, we
have little to no money. And yes, as
a result, we have little to no voice
in mainstream politics.

However, we do have nearly 30
thousand  term-to-life  prisoners
incarcerated in California. We have

nearly 170,000 people that are
currently incarcerated in this

State; as well. The ratio of people
currently under the state prison
industries jurisdiction (on parole;
probation, etc.) that are living
outside of prison, usually floats
around 3/4 of the total state prison

populations. This brings the total
number of our party of interest
(prisoner & exprisoner) to 299,000
people. -All currently living in
this state, deprived of their full
rights as a citizen. Presuming that
most of these 299,000 people reside
in California, we can also presume
that each will have at least 4 or

more direct family members, close
friends, or others who are also
voting eligible California

residents. Not even counting those
who've had a previous experience
with California's prison system, and
have since regained their
eligibility to vote, we currently
have a voting-eligible "party of
interest" numbering at  least
1,196,000 in this state alone. Yes,
it-is correct that we have little to
no money, but it is our own fault
that we have no voice in mainstream
politics.

‘. The United States Constitution
gives the term-to-life prisoner a
vested liberty interest in receiving
his due process rights at a parole
hearing. "No state shall make or
enforce any law which shall..deprive
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any person of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of
law; nor deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws." (U.S.
Const. Amend. 14, § 1) Accordingly,

the California Constitution restates

this right nearly verbatim: "A
person may not be deprived of life,

liberty, or property without due
process of law or denied equal
protection of the law: (C.a.
Const. Art. 1, § 7) The "due
process" rights, utilized while
determining whether or mot to

reinstate your liberty rights during
a parole hearing, are sometimes
interpreted by caselaw, frequently
imposed by Penal Code, often
specified by regulation, but always
dictated by the current political
atmosphere. Unfortunately for the
term-to-life prisoner, the political

atmosphere  is  sometimes  in
opposition to the United States
Constitution.

California held its primary

elections on June 6th. There were 8
Democrats offered as candidates for
the Governor's office, although,
only two had retained enough special
interest support (money) to buy
television time. There were 4
Republican candidates offered in the
governor's race, none of which made
any kind of an attempt to wage a
television campaign against
Schwarzenegger .

Of the Democrats, Phil Angelides
and Steve Westly managed to rake in
all of the states top special
interest money and wage one of
California's highest profile, yet
uninteresting, campaigns that this
state has seen for some time. Both
candidates gave different variations
on a platform that consisted of

Page 2

pretty much the same ole issues;
education, environment, extending
health care, claims of being
fiscally moderate. Westly, who
stated that he is not "dependent” on
special interest money, received
888,000, or 43% of the votes.
Angelides, who was endorsed by
Police/Fire unions, Dianne Feinstein
Barbara Boxer, and most of the
states other unions/special
interests, received 980,000, or 48%
of the votes, making him the winner
of the democratic primary.

The other six democratic
candidates had some widely variable
ideas; Mr. Frank Macoluso,
campaigned on environment and health
care issues. He also wanted to
remove special interest money from
politics. Mr. Jerold R. Gerst,
campaigned on reforming the states
fiscal policies by constitutional
amendment. Mr. Vibert Greene,
campaigned on keeping jobs in the
state and capping the number of
old growth trees being removed from
our forests. Mr. Mike Strimling,
campaigned on being anti-corporate,
he wants to amend Prop. 13 to favor
small businesses, and favors the
rehabilitation in prisons and wants
to reduce the number of prisons in
California. Ms. Barbara Becnel,
campaigned on additional access to
education, more rehabilitation
programs in prisons, and the
eventual closure of all prisons.
Mr. Joe Brouillette, campaigned on
an anti-immigration platform. His
goal is to reduce the states current
population of 37 million.

Of the Republicans, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Jeff Burns, Bill
Chambers, and Robert Newman, offered
very little effort towards their bid
for governor. We already know all we
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need to know about Schwarzenegger.
Mr. Burns, wants to cut back some of
the sweet deals that have been
previously made with public
employees, Mr. Chambers, is from the
conservative right and is an activist
for the NRA. Mr. Newman, is a 62
year old valley farmer who seems to
be from the religious right. He has
said that he agrees with having
additional vocations in our prisons.

Okay, here's your big primary
results:

Republican candidates:
Schwarzenegger  99%

Chambers 1%

Newman 0%

Burns 0%
Democratic candidates:
Angelides 48%  (980,000)
Westly 43%  (888,000)
Becnel 3% (53,617)
Strimling 2%
Brouillette 2%
Macoluso 1%

Greene 13

Gerst 0%

The term-to-life prisoner is well
avare of the significance and impact
a gubernatorial election will have
on his life. Being that the State of
california permits the governor to
not only choose who will sit on its
parole board, he is also permitted
the final decision to approve or
rescind all findings of suitability.
For this reason, you should note
that we had two pro-parole/prison
reduction candidates; Mike Strimling
who is pushing to reduce the number
of prisons, and, Barbara Becnel,
pushing for the eventual closure of
all prisons. Ms. Becnel, and
Mr. Strimling, who had absolutely no
special interest funded campaign

and, therefore, virtually zero
visibility prior to this primary,
still managed to take 3rd and 4th
place behind the two front runners.

Do you remember the number of
potential voters that vere
interested in the prison/parole
reform movement in this state?
(1,196,000) Now think about this; it
required only 980,000 votes to make
Mr. Angelides the  Democratic
candidate for governor. We must take
responsibility for the fact that the
term-to-life prisoner doesn't yet
have much voice in mainstream
politics. No matter how scarce money
becomes to  the  economically
disadvantaged, it only costs 39
cents (cost of stamp) to cast a vote
these days. With only 25% of
California's voting eligible public
even bothering to show up at the
polls, "our" voting public could
very easily determine the direction
of California politics.

FREEDOM

A splendid storehouse
of integrity and freedom
has been bequeathed to us

by our forefathers.
In this day of confusion,
of peril to liberty
our high duty is
to see that this storehouse
is not robbed of its contents.

HERBERT HOOVER

INSTITUTIONALIZED RECIDIVISM

In the early 1980's, the
California Department of Corrections
(cDC) consisted of only 13 prisons
in the entire system. Today, bearing
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the new title of CDCR, the system
has over thirty institutions. This
building of prisons was intended to
reduce the overcrowding within the
then packed CDC. Today the system is
even more overcrowded than ever
and the problem with violence is at
an all time high.

This all time high in violence is
true even with the building of all
the new (since the late 1980's) high
security prisons like Pelican Bay's
Security Housing Unit (SHU). ALl of
the supposedly most violent convicts
were to be housed in these units,
which in theory was supposed to make
the rest of the system more
peaceful. This was the case while
the system was not over burdened,
but today the CDCR is bursting at
the seams. The experiment has
obviously failed.

How does this relate to the term-—
to-life prisoner? The over burdening
of the system has caused the courts
to order the limited resources of
the system to be focused towards the
most needy and handicapped prisoners
in the system. Long-term prisoners

of all types have been denied
psychiatric  health  care  and
assistance  (such as one-on-one

therapy) unless they fit the new
criteria. Thus, when one goes to the
Board of Parole Hearings (Board) for
parole consideration, a denial is
forthcoming because he hasn't gotten
enough "therapy".

This flows into the next reason
we are affected, "rehabilitation".
Rehabilitation  in  regards to
psychiatric matters is expressed
above. Another aspect of this burden
is the lack of openings in
vocational and educational programs
to meet the needs of all CDCR
prisoners. Term-to-life prisoners

Page 4

suffer the most in this regard. When
we are unable to get in a vocation,
etc., or to complete one due to
being moved from one prison to
another, and placed on long waiting
lists, we are unable to complete the
required multiple vocations (an
unwritten requirement) the Board
lays upon us. The confidence that
learning a trade gives is also not
present, causing a double strike to
the term-to-life prisoner.

The violence overcrowding causes
leads to lockdowns that can last
from months to years. These
lockdowns affect losses like those
already mentioned, and are a cause
(or at least an aggravator) of some
serious  psychological  problems
plaguing California prisoners as a
whole. Once most of these prisoners
are released, an increased
possibility of returning to prison
is realized. California's recidivism
rate is one of the highest in the
nation.

All of the aforementioned
information leads to increased
operational cost, which causes taxes
to rise, and leads to more cuts in
programs meant to rehabilitate
prisoners. Decreasing prison
populations state-wide will resolve
most of the problems the CDCR faces
at present. It will also improve the
opportunities for the term-to-life
prisoners who are trying to fulfill
all the requirements the Board and
CDCR asks of them to accomplish
prior to release upon parole.
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A person with mental health
issues probably won't even give a
second thought to being seen by a
psychiatrist prior to a Psychiatric
Evaluation. A term-to-life prisoner,
on the other hand, understands how a
psychological Evaluation takes some
time to prepare for, and a little
forethought to be successful. These
reports have become a reoccurring
reason for denial and thus should be
taken seriously by all of us.

Let's first answer the question,
"What is a successful psychological
report?" It predicts a low to "lower

than  average  propensity  for
violence", a total lack of
anti-social traits, and a
non-calculable  possibility  for
relapse into substance and/or

alcohol (if applicable) abuse.

One of the most important things
which the psychiatrist will be
looking for is; insight into the
crime and the reason(s) that allowed
you to commit your crime. You must
have a thorough understanding of
this, and be able to show remorse,
not just regret, for your actions,
the victim, their family, the
community, and how it has impacted
yourself as well as your own family.

Another focus will be whether or
not you are still involving yourself

in ~ the same  lifestyle or
environment; drugs, gangs, etc.. Do
you have a history of abuse, have

you received treatment? Do you have
a plan to maintain support into the
future. Are you disciplinary free,
if not, the psychologist will be
concerned that you have not made any
real changes within yourself.

During the interview,  the
psychologist will ask many questions
and will expect an answer to each

one. The better prepared that you
are, and the more complete your
answers are, the more likely it will
be that the evaluating psychologist
will be impressed by your honest
sincerity.

AN INTEREST IN LIBERTY

Many term-to-life prisoners have
earned the right to expect some
settled form of interest  in
regaining their liberty at a parole

hearing, most notably because of
their countless years  of
participation in So many of the

prisons programs. Even if there were
no potential liberty interest, it's
likely that many term-to-life
prisoners would continue to better
themselves due to factors such as
family, self-respect, religious
faith, and remorse for the wrongs
“they may have done in their past.
Sometimes it is said that
prisoners who started participating
ih AR/NA, self-help, vocational and
educational classes, and other
programs, was just to satisfy board
requirements. = But  these  same
prisoners found enjoyment in these
activities because they were
learning new skills and
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understanding the human behaviors
that lead to their bad decisions in
life.

The participation in  many
activities plants a seed of growth
and exploration in subjects that
many prisoners would have
dared venture to explore. This
participation allows prisoners’ to
send awards of
various certificates, home to their
family or friends. This
participation earns them a degree of

self-respect, self-worth,
self-esteem; and self-confidence
that they may not have gotten
otherwise. This kind of
participation opens doors,
opportunity, and purpose. It also

gives them something positive and,
perhaps some new  topics  of
conversation, instead of the typical
"war stories", drugs, sex, and
prison politics.

By definition, liberty- the
condition of being free from
restriction or control, is in
reality, virtually impossible for
anyone in prison (or out) to ever
achieve. Everything has restrictions
or rules. However, the second
definition of liberty- the right to
act or believe as one chooses, seems
to be within everyone's reach. If
you had no possibility to get out,
would you care about getting an
education or vocation? Would you
care about write-ups or any other
forms of punishment? Why would you
tolerate anyone's ignorance or
disrespect? Living life in the SHU,
or perhaps not living life at all
(from 6 feet under) would be one
possible result.

Before that train of thought
takes form and becomes a self-
fulfilling prophesy, perhaps a

never,

achievement and *

change of thought process is in
order. Consider the pain and
suffering that we cause our friends,
family, not to mention one's own
self, if you're truly going to
decide to .commit to that kind of
chaos. Of course, this type of
thinking, and the road it travels,
would continue to victimize all the
people you love, not to mention
yourself. This is not a life I want
to live, nor do I believe that it's
a life that anyone else would
prefer.

By participating in education,
self-help, religious functions, and
other activities that are healthy
such as exercise, music, writing,
and sports, term-to-life prisoners
earn the right to act and believe in
what they choose--a liberty of
another kind. This also leads to
creating certain changes in a
person who should, in turn, have at
least "some" expectation of
regaining his liberty through a
proper parole process.

GENIUS

Times of general calamity
and confusion
have ever been productive
of the greatest minds.
The purest ore
is produced from the hottest furnace;
and the brightest thunderbolt
is elicited from the darkest storm.

CHARLES CALEB COLTON
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As we discussed at our last group
meeting, as part of CURE's national
program, they have prepared several
panels for visits to congressional
offices in Washington DC. On Monday,
June  26th, panelists will be
permitted to make a ten minute
presentation on their topics. On
behalf of the eTc Campaign (reducing
prisoner phone costs), Ms. Pauline
Sullivan, advocate for HR 4466;
Yardley Pollas-Kimble, staff member
for HR 4466; Ms. Kay Perry,
coordinator of the eTc Campaign; and
Mr. Creasie F. Hairston, researcher
on impact of incarceration on
families, will make the presentation
in  favor of HR  4466. The
presentation takes place at 2:00pm.

On this same day, a second
presentation relating to prisoner
"Reentry Bills" will take place at
4:00pm.” Mr. Keith DeBlasio, will be
discussing an  amendment giving
sentence reduction for completing
rehabilitation programs.

On June 27th, at 10:30am, a
presentation will be provided by
Ms. Claudia Whitman, relating to
legislation of importance.
Specifically, stopping the
devastating weakening of the habeas
corpus. Other prison  related
legislation is expected to also be

discussed during this 90 minute
period.

CURE is an international
organization, based in Washington

DC. Cure has chapters in most states
in  the U.S. and has special
consultative status with the United
Nations as a Non-Governmental
Organization.

If you have family or friends
that would like to find out how they

can help with these causes, CURE has
a  website:  www.CURENational.org
Please pass it along.

i TEMERITY

LIFE-LONG CHAPTER

CURE's Virginia chapter is called
"Life-Long". = It's  specifically
designed for issues relating to
lifers, or people serving very long
terms. Their goals are to: (1)
Encourage  the formation  of
organizations for lifers and
long-terms within prisons; (2) Study
the relationships between sentencing
patterns and crime rates; (3) Work
tovard programs for all lifers and
long-termers such as, Family Visits,
Furloughs, Job and Educational
opportunities; and (4) Work for
parole eligibility for lifers.

THE FORTUNE SOCIETY

Founded in 1967, The Fortune
Society is a non-profit, New York—
based organization dedicated to:
helping ex-prisoners break out of
the destructive cycle of crime and
incarceration, and educating the
public about prisons, criminal
justice and the root causes of crime.
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focusing on’ issues of primary concern to those serving a long-term
incarceration. All material contained within Voices.Con has been provided
exclusively by California's term-to-life prisoner population, unless
otherwise noted. This information has been designed to also potentially be
of benefit in other jurisdictions having term-to-life and long-term
prisoners, as well as interested citizens or family members. No persons
affiliated with the Voices.Con newsletter are lawyers. Information
provided herein is not intended as a substitute for proper legal advice.
All questions or comments on information contained herein should be
directed to our Editor, Dave. Contact him by Email at: Dave@voicesbotcon.org

Visit us at: www.eicesbotCon.org

NOTICE TO VOICES.CON READERS CONTACTS:

The Voices.Con newsletter, and all The Fortune Society

previous editions, may now be 53 West 23rd Street, 8th Floor
downloaded online at no charge. Our New York, NY 10010

website is intended to provide Tel: 212-691-7554, EXT 526
families of the incarcerated, and Web: www.fortunesociety.org
other interested members of the (Ask for information on employment
public, an intimate look at the and housing)

human side of long-term confinement

and the eminent need to reform our Families With a Future

parole laws. The website has several 100 McAllister St., Ste. 200
links (some under construction) that San Francisco, CA 94102

will permit the user to investigate Tel: 415-255-7036, EXT 320
and gain insights into current court Web: www.fwaf.net

ruling's relating to Parole Law, and (Support services for children of
voice their opinions on parole incarcerated parents)

issues by visiting the User Survey

link. Also available are links that Life-Long Chapter (CURE)

will provide visitors an opportunity = P.O. Box 8331

to Converse with the currently Falls Church, VA 22041-8331
incarcerated, find other forms of *International Office Website:
Prisoner Advocacy, and participate www.CURENational.org

in constructive conversation on the Tel: 202-789-2126

website at Lifers Converse. (Ask about membership in lifer chapter)

All of the Voices.Con website
material will continue to be written eTc Campaign
solely by term-to-life prisoners. It c/o MI-CURE
is our hope that as this newsletter P.O. Box 2736
broadens its circulation to the ' Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2736
public, the public's perception of Tel: 269-383-0028
term-to-life prisoners will be Email: kayperry@aol.com
broadened as well. We thank you for

your interests in social justice and
the reform of laws governing parole.
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