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UPDATE ON GROUP AGENDA

e start the new year with the news
that our governor is providingus
with another current Board member
to Chair the BPH. Susan L. Fisher,
52, will now sit at the top. As you
nay remember from previous group
discussion, she served as a Board
commissioner for most of 2004.
Prior to that, she was the Director
of the Doris Tate Crime Victims
Bureau. She held this position from
1999 thru 2004. Her membership with
this victim organization totals
wmore then 12 years. Prior to all of
this, she served as President of
Citizens for Law and Order. With
her current appointment as Chair of
the BPH, she will make an annual
income of $99,693. It's likely that
the Senate will confirm her to the
position as they alvays have in the

past  with  these  political
appointments.  Periodically  the
group will be informed by. way of
this update, 'as to the policies
being prac under the new
Chair. Our membership is also
encouraged to kesp the growp
informed  of  their  personal

experiences vith the ever evolving
Board of Parole Hearings.

cur-group is designed with a
prescript  toward promoting and
supporting any good faith effort to
achieve suitability for parole and
to successfully succeed  once
released on parole. This program
has only one form of graduation;
parole from the State penal system.
Our group - will never award you
with any type of Degree or
certificate that one might wish to
have the Counselor place in his
file. This is a "Self"Help program.
The only thing prerequisite about
enrollment in this program, is your
own willingness to help yourself.
If your goal is to improve your
possibility of being found suitable
for parole, and succeeding upon
parole, it's not very likely you
will ever find somebody else that
is either willing or able to do
that for you. Lets face it, a
prisoner in this State needs a lot
of _ practical instruction  and
availability of information, in
order to come anywhere close to the
parole.  suitability  standards
required by today's BPH. Most of us
are well avare of the statistics
coming out of Sacramento. The
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ongoing agenda of our growgs' program
is, and always has been, to provide
the fTerm-To-Life ~prisoner with
practical instruction and ' the
critically needed information s9 he
may better help himself further-his.
goals of a better life. This is a
purely . voluntary program. EBach
person who has become a member of
this organization, and those on the
list awaiting enrollment, have all
admirably chosen to stop the

czastination and help themselves.

During the past two years, the
membership has discussed a wide
ange of issues relating to parole
suitability and parole board
procedure.  Tnstructional = Board
Hearings (mock parole hearing) have
been conducted- to the great berefit
of those who participate, as well
as  those - who observe.
been a lot of discussion related to
being ' prepared. -The -ability - to
reviev -and.-amend information in
your file .(Olsen Review), and
instruction  -.on self-help
programming, outside support, Jjob
searching, housing
educational opportunities, - among
countless other topics that are
regularly ~addressed  in  this
program.

Several ~speakers have been
permitted to enter the prison and
speak to the group in an effort to

foster positive change. Some of
these people included; Ms. MHary
Avan formerly of Senator
Vasconcellose's office, Mr. Carl
McQuillion, Parole..Law Advocate,
Mr. Charles Carbone, an Attorney

esperienced with parole law. In
addition to these speakers, we had

There - has

arraignments, -

velcomed: visits from Ms. Nole-
Shafer, Director of the Family
Crisis Network (FON), and two of
her Staff Counselors: Ms. Hill and

ts. Christine. And also speaking on
issues relating to Anger Hanagemént,
Dr.  Dvayne  Ruth-Heffelbower,
Professor at the University of the

+Pacific-Fresno. .
It is the stated purpose of this

organization to encourage  an
insightful understanding of the
circumstances which led to the

prisoners incarceration, to provide
the self-help information which
will enable him to seek alternate
methods of dealing with stressful
life situations. To also promote an
increased avareness of the impacts
Of crime, and the requirements set
forth by the Board.

Learning these requirements and
understanding the parole hearing
process will-invariably improve the
indeterminately sentenced prisoners
essential competency needed to
prepare them for a successful
parole.  The  easily  visible
objectives within our agenda will
never  be considered  “easy”
achievements. But when you consider
the alternative, thesé are roads
worthy of travel.

: INSPIRATION

A good idea
that is not shared with others
will gradually fade away
and bear no fruit,
but when it is shared
it lives forever
because it is passed on
from one person to another
and grows as it goes.

LOWELL FILLMORE
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(of 195 BPH hearings for Murder lst & Murder 2nd)

67% (chance of date being reversed.)
64% (chance of date being reversed.)

88% (chance of date being reversed.)

2004:
Dates:  Reversal:

Murder lst: EE] 33

Murder 2nd: 146 94

2005: (of 116 BPH hearings for Murder lst & Murder 2nd)

Murder lst: 26 23

Murder 2nd: %0 85

943 (chance of date being reversed.)

As of December 2005, the CDCR now houses 28,470 Term-To-Life prisoners. ***

OPPORTUNITY BREEDS SUCCESS

We have an opportunity and an
obligation to succeed in our lives.
The opportunity that ve have is time,
We have the time to get to know
curselves, as well as other people.
The time to educate ourselves, to be
creative, to set and achieve long-
term goals, and to inspire others.
our lives are our own, and it's up
to us to choose our path in life. We
create our own limitations, just as
easily as we can set higher goals
for ourselves-

You talk to people who are frée,
and you hear them all the time
saying that they wish they had time
to do this and that. We have that
time. Don't let this just be a "gap"
in your life. Use this time to
£ulfill your many desires. Learn a
new language, earn a degree or
three. Become an Artist, an Author,
or a Priest. Being in prison does
not have to limit your thoughts to a
prison yard.

ur obligation is to be active in
our situation; do not sit idle and

expect positive changé to come to
you. Take the initiative to inform
yourself and then take steps to help
yourself and those around you who
are ‘similarly situated. It is
together, by helping each other,
that we will make the changes that
will help us, as individuals.

There is something that I put
into perspective for myself last
year, which I would like to share
with you. Prison life is easy, when
you fit if. It's when you stop
fitting in that it really becomes
difficult. The constarit frustration
of knowing what you could be
achieving, and being something
greater than you currently are. It
can be a litmis test of sorts. How
easy is this for me? Do I fit in?
How far have I comé? Is it far
enough? If you can answer these
questions for yourself, honestly,
you can then use those answers to
further motivate yourself. I have
nothing- but respect for those who
seize the opportunity to succeed in
life.
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[image: image4.jpg]The Voices.Con newsletter is published monthly by term—to-Tife prisoners
focusing on’ issues of primary concern to those serving a long-term
incarceration. All material contained within Voices.Con has been provided
exclusively by California's term-to-life prisoner population, unless
otherwise noted. This information has been designed to also potentially be
of benefit in other jurisdictions having term-to-life and long-term
prisoners, as well as interested Citizens or family members. No persons
affiliated with the Voices.Con newsletter are lawyers. Information
provided herein is not intended as a substitute for proper legal advice.
Bll questions or comments on information contained herein should be
directed to our Editor, Dave. Contact him by Fmail at: daveevoicesdotcon.ora

Visit us at? i . volcesdotcon.org

NOTICE TO VOICES.CON READERS CONTACTS:

The Voices-Con newsletter, and all
previous editions, may now be
downloaded online at no charge. Our
vebsite is intended to provide

Friends Committee on Legislation
EBducation Fund

717 'K' Stréet, Suite 500-8
Sacramento, CA 95814

families of the incarcerated, and
other interested members of the
public, an intimate look at the Calif. Lifer Newsletter (CLN)

human side of long-term confinement P.O. Box 687 3

and the eminent nced to reform our
parole laws. The website has several
links (some under construction) that
will permit the user to investigate
and gain insights into current court
ruling's relating to Parole Law, and
voice their opinions on parole
issues by visiting the User Survey
link. Also available are links that
will provide visitors an opportunity
to Converse with the currently
incarcerated, find other forms of
Prisoner Advocacy, and participate
in constructive conversation on the
website at Lifers Converse.

ALl of the Voices.Con website
material will continue to be written
solely by term—to-life prisoners. It
is our hope that as this newsletter
broadens its circulation to the
public, the public's perception of
term-to-life = prisoners will be
broadened as well. We thank you for
your interests in social justice and
the reform of laws governing parole.

Walnut, CA 91788
($15 for one year subscription)

The Prison Link
Atten: Ben Ramos

7405 Greenback Lane #2867
Citrus Heights, CA 95610-5603
(Free newsletter)
Regulation & Policy Management
Branch

Department of Corrections & Rehab.
P.O. Box 942883

Sacramento, CA 94283-0001

(Notice of Rule Change Mailing list)

State capitol
Tegislative Bill Rm., B-32
Sacramento, Ch 95814-4997

(Free copy of any Bill. Must provide
the correct Bill number ~and a
mailing label with your address)
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