[image: image1.jpg]Voices.Con
Term-to-Life Prisoners Converse

Vol. 1, No. 8

www.VoicesDotCon.org

August 2006

IMPOVERISHED ROADS TO REVIVAL

In our July edition, we discussed
the 3 documents that the United
States of America is based on and
how the circumvention of these
documents,  and therefore  the
fundamental principles on which this
Country is based, can adversely
impact its citizens. As prisoners of
the state, the term-to-life prisoner
intimately understands that the
parole boards are continually
organized and governed by transient
special interests such as the "tough
on crime" people, playing on the
public's fears of crime. This
particular entity has been nesting
on our parole boards since the early
1980's, and has remained there till
this very day.

We have stood-by and watched,
year after year, as these cause
driven organizations throw their
money around in the State Capitols,

greasing  the wheels of the
legislature. Annually, we watch as
the State Assembly, and the State
Senate, confirm these obviously

biased and unqualified people to
parole boards. We also have stood-by
as they annually passed bills
through each house, amending  our

State Penal Codes in such a fashion

to permit these cause driven
organizations  some degree  of
continuum as they "nest" within our
government .

Perhaps it's time we asked
ourselves; How has all of this
improved the public's safety or

served the les interests? It
would appear that the only recorded,
observable results would be a
dramatically dysfunctional prison
system with the highest rescidivism
rates in history, and an entire
parole board entity unable to do
what it has been charged to do:
determine parole dates for thousands
of aging term-to-life prisoners.
This has caused an immeasurable
degree of pain and cost to the
families of those who must endure
the unlawful incarceration by the
State, and must therefore, litigate
through various levels of the court
system, and the citizenry that must
sit-by and pay through the nose by
way of taxes, for an already
terribly over-burdened court system.

The doors are slowly being closed
at our courthouses across this
Country. Because the citizenry - has
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permitted these transient causes to
establish so many long-term, or
perhaps even permanent changes,
through the continued manipulation
of the federal and state legislature,
and the Penal Code amendment
process, the courts are increasingly
being limited in their ability to
even accept a petition for review.
This means that the time may soon be
upon us which will prohibit the
return to the fundamental principles
on which this Country was based.
‘The Pederal and State
Constitutions, Colonial Charters,
and other organic laws of the United
States embody our fundamental rights
and principles this Country was
based on. It is time we truly
understood the rights and founding
principles currently being
dismantled by these "interest"
driven sects of today's society.
Please consider this small excerpt
from one of this Country's three
founding documents; The Declaration
of Independence, adopted in Congress
July 4, 1776: "We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. That to secure these
rights, governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the
governed, that whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the right of the

people to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new government,
laying its foundation on such

principles and organizing its powers
in such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their safety
and happiness. Prudence, indeed,

will dictate that governments long
established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath
shown that mankind are more disposed
to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves
by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same object
evinces a design to reduce them
under absclute despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such government, and to
provide new guards for their future
security.” It is 1likely that you
will need to go over this guote
several times to really understand
the intent of the used language.
Please do. This quote is located
just after the first paragraph in
our Declaration of Independence, and
it truly defines the intent of this
entire document.

A democratic society is one that
promotes the people's interests and
believes in the practice of social
equality. The governments '
interests, thus, by definition would
have to be secondary. The people of
the United States need to decide,
today, if this is what they want.
The contradictions you see in
today's interpretation of these
fundawental rights and principles
expose the immediate need to find a
common ground now. We need to decide
what we want.

How many times have you heard
somebody say "This is not a
democracy, it's a republic!" This is
the kind of division that simply
arises from a misunderstanding of
definition. You've seen this.
Country's Declaration, now make your
own decision. Based on the "Websters
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[image: image3.jpg]II New College Dictionary" the term
"Democracy" is defined as:

1. Government exercised either
directly by the people or
through elected representatives.

2. The principles of social
equality and respect for the
individual within a community.

The term "Republic" is defined as:

1. A political order whose head of
state is not a monarch but usu.
a president.

2. A political order in which the
power is held by the elected
representatives of its citizens,

It's that simple. Do your own
footwork and read proper authority.
Educate yourself with only truth.
Come together and make a decision
about what it is you have now, and
what it is that you want in your
future.

mefg‘c

*%* EDITOR'S NOTE **

For the purpose of this months
edition, we asked that all of our
contributing writers submit material
on a particular subject. It was
requested that they describe, from
the very beginning, what kind of
actual time were they and their

families led to believe would be
served on the term they were
sentenced to. This was, of course,
according to what the judge and all
the lawyers had told them. They were
also asked to then speak on how (if
any) this has changed over the
years, and what effects the changes
in term length may have had on
themselves and family.

RECEDING FUTURE

When I came to prison with a
25-to-life sentence in 1987, the
lawyers had said, and I believed,
that I'd be out by the turn of the
century. The number of guys that I
met those first couple of years who
had served ten or more years was
very small. Even the "B-Numbers"
(prisoners who came to prison
primarily in the 1970's) were just
reaching the ten-year mark. Most of
the  "A-Numbers"  (1960's)  were
already out. My family and I were
shocked by the sentence I received
as it seemed harsh and extraordinary
for a 16 year old to receive such a
term. We were consoled by those
telling us that I wouldn't serve
that long or that it would be
adjusted on appeal.

Over the years, we've discovered
the truth and we've lived the lie
that was told to us. Most of those
B-Numbers I started out with are
also still here. California's crime
politics have increased sentences
and all but foreclosed any parole
prospects for the term-to-life
prisoner. The prisons have become
nothing more than human warehouses
for the storage of people who are
being allowed as little opportunity
toward rehabilitation as is possible
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In the vast majority of all other
states in the U.S., the prison
populations are less than 50,000. In
California, the population remains
well over 170,000. Why? California
is different, not unlike Texas, in
that our politicians have an intense
aversion to looking "leftest" or
soft on crime. Common sense and any
form of logical reasoning has
seemingly been abandoned. Only in
appearance is a logical thought ever
brought forth to the public. The
current form of govermment by
representation delivers only blind
loyalty to the special interests and
union lobbyists.

Until the public opinion forces
politicians to act accordingly, the
prisoner population within
California will continue to suffer
unjust, lengthy incarceration.
Unfortunately, there are over
170,000  families, and several
millicn taxpayers that also lose big.

TRUTH

Falsehood
is never so successful
as when she baits her hook
with truth,
and no opinicns
so fatally mislead us
as those that are not wholly wrong.

CHARLES CALEB COLTON

TRUTH IN SENTENCING?

When I pled guilty and was
sentenced to a term of 15-to-life
back in 1982, I asked the judge how
much time I would actually serve.

The judge called my attorney and the
District Attorney (DA) to the bench
to discuss this matter. They came to
the conclusion that I would serve
nine years in prison, and this is
what each of them told me. This
conclusion was based on the
preceding "Second Degree  Murder
Law', which topped out at eleven
years. They believed, as they told
me, that I would serve the middle
term of the recently (back then)
overridden sentencing law.

My family was in the courtroom
when all of the above conversations
were going on. They believed in the
justice system and felt strongly
that the honesty of  those
individuals who discussed the plea
with me at that time, was sincere.
I had committed a horrifying act and
would have to serve out my sentence.
The term of nine years would have to
be served per the agreement.

All of us in that courtroom had
come to a common understanding based
on the laws then in effect, and the
honesty of the authorities then in
power. Alas, how things have
changed.

My family and I made plans based
on that courtroom discussion and the
promises made. I applied myself
diligently  towards  pro-social
behavior, and strove to improve my
character and educational awareness.
I was 26 years old when sentenced,
with a hope for a better and
eventually, free future with my
family and friends. They also had
the same hopes, and made plans based
on those courtroom promises. All of
these plans were dashed -and
continue to be dashed- because of
the lying, "hard on crime" political
climate and politicians of the past
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Dan White, formerly of the
california  Attorney  General's
office, had an agenda of "Lock'em up
and throw away the key" which has
been adopted by every governor since
Pete Wilson took office. With
Proposition 8 giving the governor
'veto power" over parole grants,
which was passed into law in 1989,
most governor's tended to utilize
that veto power for fear of possible
political retribution. Even Governor
Schwarzenegger, who began his term
in office by allowing some of the
few parole grants to go unchallenged
has since drastically curtailed his
non-veto policy when parole dates
are granted to the term-to-life
prisoner. It appears that his number
one advisor, Pete Wilson, has
finally managed to get.
Schwarzenegger on board "tough on
crime” cause of today.

With a parole board hand picked
to pass out only denials of parole,
with the occasional token grant to
keep the nay-sayers and courts off
their backs, California Governors
have taken the point out of any plea
bargains, in a defacto sense, and
removed any remnant honesty that may
have been found in the judicial
system. Dan White's agenda now is
the rule, and not the exception.
There seems to no longer be any
honor in a judicial or political
(legislative) promise.

During the sentencing process in
my case, certain promises were made
that my family and I accepted.
Unfortunately, those conversations
were not recorded by the Court
Reporter/Transcriber. This has left
me with no real action available to
take to the courts. This is the case

for thousands of term-to-life
prisoners that I've talked to over
the years. At least one quarter of
these people had taken plea
bargains.

The individuals who have faced

these lies, hardships, losses, and
heart wrenching suffering -both
prisoner and family members- know

first-hand how a twisted political
view can easily remove fair and just
sentencing  practices  from our
justice system. Heartache aside, the
ability to keep parole plans real
and viable after 5, 10, 20 parole
denials, gets more difficult with
every passing year. Family and
friends die, prospective employers
find it impossible to hold jobs open
for years on end, while others go
out of business or retire, and all
find keeping hope alive for our
release a problematic endeavor at
best.

Does this mean defeat? Loss of
hope? Quitting? Not at all. The
"tough on crime" special interests
are breaking California financially
and morally. The nation has taken
notice of the California Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation's
(CDCR's) failure. Now the Federal
Courts, and several other justices,
have condemned or chastised the CDCR
and the parole board for long
standing practices which stretch the
law to its breaking point. People
are seeing the truth at last.

Though several of us have now
served three times the term we and
our families were led to believe
would be the case, hope remains.
Those of us who have done our time
for ourselves and family (not the
board or CDCR) wish to encourage you
vho are following in our footsteps
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to keep striving for your own good
and for that of your family and
friends. Hold on to that truth, and
be good to yourselves.

FAMILY SUPPORT

Often I wonder what lawyers are
taught in law school regarding the
ethical representation of their
clients. I was told by my attorney
that with good behavier, my lé-to—
life would actually require that
8-to-10 years be served. Directly
upon sentencing, my family and I
began receiving assurances that I
would eventually be released and
that we could start planning for
such a release.

Once I walked through the prison
gates, however, I was quickly
informed that my lawyer hadé no
understanding of California's parole
policy. To this day, I continue to
hear the same stories from other
term-to-life prisoners of paid
atterneys and public defenders,
telling them that they will get out
sooner by displaying good behavior.

The reality is that not only are
term-to-life prisoners not getting
out when these lawyers are saying
they should get out, but they are
not getting out according to
Califcrnia's own parole laws and
procedures. In fact, many term-to-
life prisoners have served well
beyond the sentences handed down to
them by the judicial process.

I can accept the fact that I am
being punished for my crime.
However, it is my crime and my
responsibility. It is a shame that
California's  prison system is
Gesigned to also punish the many
friends and family members, by

holding out the prospect of an
impending release of their loved
one, which is implied by the

suggestion that if he continues to

program well, and displays good
conduct while incarcerated, then
release can be expected. In this

sense, the state is just continually
victimizing the innocent families of
these prisoners. The families are
already having to pay our
restitution fees when they send any
money to us, as the state is
automatically deducting 33% of any
monies we receive. Visiting is
becoming more limited, and even the
health of their loved ones is
constantly in guestion due to the
horrible medical care.

Over the years, I would like to
say that my family and friends have

understood the reality of my
situation, but I don't think they
really do. I would love to plan

activities to do with family and
friends. Some of these plans would
include working at our family
business, traveling, going to the
younger  children's schcol and
sporting events, visiting
grandparents, and seeing my sister
graduate from Medical School, among
other things. These things are not
likely to happen because the parole
board will continually deny my
parole because of politics not in my
control, regardless of my positive
programming and good behavior. fThe
fact that families are not permitted
any definitive answers to these
"future plans” type of questions is
terribly unfair to them.

So in the end, it is extremely
frustrating trying to plan for
release when there is no end in
sight. Society is seeing major
environmental, technological, and
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[image: image7.jpg]political changes, that we as rather
isolated prisoners, need to keep up
with. Across the United States,
families are being devastated by
fatherlessness, divorce, and
poverty. Many term-to-life prisoners
depend on a strong support system
fron family and friends. This
support system is truly tested by
the board's refusal to grant parole.
I vish more people in society would
take notice of the pain and
suffering that these families are
going through because of
California's dysfunctional parole
apparatus.

EDUCATION

Jails and prisons
are the complement of schools;
S0 many less as you
have of the latter,
S0 many more you
must have of the former.

HORACE MANN

New Jersey, recently turned over a
prisoner to the INS for transfer.
The prisoner was found to have
multiple boot prints on his face and
head. Testimony that was later given
by former prison personal stated
that prisoners were held in 4-point
restraints while guards stomped his
body and face. Another prisoner was
kept in a isolation cell for
prolonged periods of time. It was
said that the cell walls, ceiling,
and floor were covered with human
feces left behind by the previous
occupant, who was mentally unstable.

Perhaps we should oppose this
private prison idea? Our State's
legislature is currently considering
the governor's recent  prison
proposals.

U.S. Prison Population Totals:

2,275,000 Prisoners 2

93% Men
7% Women

CORPORATION OF AMERICA

The Corrections Corporation of
America (CCA) is the leading entity
within the U.S., contracted by
individual states to build privately
run prisons.

As part of Arnold Schwarzeneggers
latest proposal to deal with the
CDCR's overpopulation projections,
he has suggested that California
begin  contracting  its  state
prisoners to  out-of-state  CCA
private prisons.

Per an August B8th radio news
report, a private prison owned by
CCA, and located in the state of

FRIDAY VISITING?

The Department of Finance seems
to have returned a small portion of
the funding for CDCR's visiting
program. However, it appears that
only four prisons will be benefiting
from the recent funds. Mule Creek,
Norco, Centinela, and Corcoran are
the chosen few that will be provided
one additional visiting day. The
rest of the CDCR will remain limited
to the weekend-only visiting until
additional funding is found within
California's State budget. Please
remember that your families may
contact the CA Senate at: sen.ca.gov
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[image: image8.jpg]The Voices.Con newsletter is published monthly by term-to-life prisoners
focusing on issues of primary concern to those serving a long-term
incarceration. Although all material contained within Voices.Con has been
provided exclusively by California's term-to-life prisoner population, the
provided information has been designed to also potentially be of benefit
to term-to-life and long-term prisoners, and members of the public in

other jurisdictions as well.

No persons affiliated with the Voices.Con

newsletter are lawyers. Information provided herein is not intended as a

substitute for proper

legal advice.

All questions or comments on

information contained herein should be directed to our Editor-in-Chief,
"Dave" at the following e-mail address. .

Vieit us at: www.VoicesDotCon.org

NOTICE TO VOICES.CON READERS

The Voices.Con newsletter, and all
previous editions, will soon be made
available free of any charge to the
public. Our website is currently
under construction and we hope to be
able to provide our readers with the
web address upon distribution of
this edition. If we are provided
vith the new website address upon
mailing of this edition, we will
display it for your use on the front
page of this edition located between
the Volume No. and this edition's
date. The online newsletters'
content shall remain the same and
will continue to be written solely
by term-to-life prisoners. It is our
hope that as this newsletter
broadens its circulation to the
public, the public's perception of
term-to-life prisoners will be
broadened as well.

We would very much like to convey
our appreciation to the many
organizations and members of the
public who have written and
expressed their continued interest
in  receiving  the  Voices.Con
newsletter. We thank you for your
interests in social justice and
the reform of laws governing parole.

E-mail: Dave@VoicesDotCon.org

CONTACTS :

Families Against Mandatory Minimums
1612 'K' St., NW, Suite 700

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: 202-822-6700

Web: www.famm.org

Contact for Info. about Blakely, Booker,
and Fanfan cases.

Justice Watch Inc.

1120 Garden Street

Cincinnati, OH 45214

Tel: 513-241-0490

Web: wini.justicewatchinc.org

Ohio based advocacy organization with
very informative newsletter.

Prison Legal News

2400 NW 80th St., Suite 148

Seattle, WA 98117

Tel: 206-246-1022

Web: www.prisonlegalnews.org
Up-to-date prison news and legal Info.

Prison Law Office

Attn: Donald Specter

General Delivery

San Quentin, CA 94964

Tel: 415-457-9144

Web: www.prisonlaw.com

Provides a wide variety of self-help
packets for prison related legal issues.
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